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I WASN'T UH... HE CANT 


OKAY ,GO0D....UH, 
TRYING TO- SEE THIS RIGHT 


PO YOU MIND KEEPING 
THIS BETWEEN US? 


THANKS, RIXIS. 
YOURE A REAL- 
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WHADPYA DOIN’, HIDING OH! YOURE +, JULIE, ARE 

IN THE WOODS LIKE A HERE EARLY. You sure You 

FREAK?! C’/MON! KNOW HOW TO 
CUT HAIR? 









BUT KERA Does! 
SHE CAN Give YOU 
A PERFECT HAIRCUT, 
RIGHT DOWN TO,LIKE, THE 
INDIVIDUAL FOLLICLE! 


RELAX AND LET 
KERA DO HER 
THING! DANG! 


ALRIGHT, ENOUGH. 


SIT DOWN 


I JUST WANTED A NICE HAIRCUT DUDE, JEEZ. 

FOR MY FIRST REAL DATE WITH KERA CUTS 

VIOLET TOMORROW, BUT ILL 
TOKE MY CHANCES AND 


DP 


DO IT MYSELF. 


$0, ABEL. YOU SEEM 
TO BE DOIN’ GooD 
THESE DAYS. YOU 
HAVENT REALLY 
BEEN STEALING 
STUFF ANYMORE, 
RIGHT? 


MY SISTER'S 
HAIR ALL 
THE TIME. 


WHAT'S THAT. 
SUPPOSED TO 
MEAN?! I ONLY. 
DIP THAT STUFF 
CUZ I HAP TO! 


SORRY... 
UUST... 
NOTICING... 





AND IT'S NICE TO HAVE 
OUR BASE TO SLEEP 
IN. SEEMS PRETTY 
SECURE AND ALL. 


UH.. 


NOT TO MENTION... 
OTHER STUFF. 


MAYBE THINGS 
ARE GOING 
PRETTY WELL. 


SORRY. 


I MEAN, YEAH, 
YOU GUYS BRING 
ME GROCERIES AND 
STUFF. THANKS FOR 
THAT, BY THE WAY- 


WHAT DID You 
DO TO MY 
HAIR? 





WHAT? IT LOOKS GOOD! 


(T'S So SHORT 
ON THE SIDES! 
DID KERA DO THAT 


ON PURPOSE?! 


WHAT IF VIOLET THINKS TM 
SOME JERK OR SOMETHING. .. 


// EVEN SOMETHING smaLL 

LIKE GETTING A HAIRCUT, 

EVEN THAT DOESN'T GO’ 
RIGHT FOR ME... 


UeeZ,0 A 


GUY A FAVOR. 
AND See WHAT 


You GET. 
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115, UH... THINK 


176 CALLED AN 
UNPERCUT, MAN! 


(T'S A COOL, 
LOOK, DON’T 
worry! 


q 
ABEL, IT DOESN'T LOOK 


LIKE A COOL" HAIRCUT. 
IT JUST LOOKS NORMAL. 
OKAY? I PROMISE. 


AND I’M suRE 
VIOLET WILL LIKE 
IT,BUT... 


BUT MAYBE SHE 
WON,I MEAN, 
THERE'S NO WAY TO 
SAY FOR SURE. 
THERE'S ALWAYS A 
CHANCE STUFF 
COULD GO WRONG. 


2? WHATS THE BIG 
DEAL?! IT’S NOT EVEN 
THAT DIFFERENT! 


I DONT WANT 
TO SEEM LIKE I'M 
Loot 


BUT EVEN IF You KNEW 

FOR SURE THAT THINGS 

WOULP PROBABLY GO 
WRONG... 


THIS SEEMS LIKE... 
LIKE IT MEANS ENOUGH 
TO YOU, THAT YOUD 
WANT TO GO ANYWAY. 





THERE'S NO WAY THIS THING 
WITH VIOLET WILL LAST. 


SHE CAN Never KNOW 
WHAT I REALLY AM. 
T HAVEN'T EVEN TOLD 
HER I... DONT LIVE 
IN A REAL HOUSE. 
MUCH LESS ... 
ANYTHING ELSE. 


THINKING 
I MUST BE 
‘SUCH AN 


BUT YOURE RIGHT. 


AS USUAL. 


EVEN IF T KNOW 
ALL THAT... SHE'S 
WORTH IT. EVEN IF 


IT WON'T LAST. WENO PROBLEM: 


THANK YOU. 
Youre, UH... 
YKNOW. A GOOD 
FRIEND. 


OH HEY! HOLD 
‘ON, TLL GET 
THE WINDOW. 





WHAT'S UP? 
IVE ALREADY 
WATCHED MY HOUR 
OF TV FOR TopAY, 
BUT WE COULP DO 
SOMETHING ELSE. 


a eee te ABOUT HER? 
VIOLET. 


BEAN, I’M SO -+. WAIT. 
SORRY... YOU THAT'S NOT 


DON'T HAVE TO ‘CAM 
LIVE LIKE THIS- where roe 


SOMETHING'S UP WITH HER, 
RIGHT?! T MEAN, SHE 
TALKS LIKE A ROBOT. 


AND SHE JUST 
HAPPENS TO LIKE 
ABEL, OF ALL 
PEOPLE?! 


TL... DONT THINK 
YOU SHOULD SAY THINGS. 
LIKE THAT... MEAN. 


MY OPINIONS PROBABLY 
BIASED, ANYWAY. 


SHE SEEMS: 
REALLY 
NICE. 





YOu REALLY 
Do LKe 

ABEL THAT 

WAY, HUH? 


DOESN'T WANT TO 
TALK ABOUT IT. 
AND WE TRUST HIM 
TO TAKE CARE OF 
AYO, AND THE 
HEAPQUARTERS- 


BINA, DONT 
DEFEND HIM! 


++: WELL, 
IT DOESNT 

EVEN MATTER 
‘ANY MORE, 
Does IT? 


You... YOU CAN 
DO Way BETTER 
THAN THAT JERK. 


STOP IT! 
WHY WOULD 
You SAY 


BEAN, ..NO OFFENSE, 
BUT LIKE, I DONT 
GET IT, FORGET ABOUT 
VIOLET- ABEL IS EVEN 
MORE OF A MYSTERY! 


HOW CAN YOU LIKE 
HIM IF YOU DONT 


KNOW WHO He IS? 


5. UM. HAVENT 
YOU EVER, LIKE, 
THOUGHT THAT 
MAYBE ... MAYBE 
HE'S NOT SUCH A 
GREAT GUY? 





JULIE! HE'S OUR FRIEND: 
IT LIKE- WE'VE KNOWN 
He 


0K, BU’ 
HIM FOR FOREVER NOW, AND 
STILL NEVER TOLD US ANYTHING 
ABOUT, YKNOW, WHO HE IS, OR 
WHERE HIS FAMILY IS... 


YOU DON THINK THATS 
KINDA MESSED UP? 


LIKE... MAYBE THE YOU MEAN LIKE WHEN 
REASON HE DOESNT HE ACCIDENTALLY 
TALK ABOUT STUFF. KILLED A PERSON BY 
IS CUZ HE ACTUALL\ KILLING THEIR 

DID SOMETHING MONSTER? 

REALLY BAD? 

ust. 
HYPOTHETICALLY. 


2! IVE BEEN STRESSING C/MON, BINA! 
Hen TOE YOU? ‘ALL THIS TIME ABOUT 
KEEPING IT A Secret! THAT MEANS YOUVE He KILLED 
STOPPED LIKING HIM SOMEONE! WE 
NOW, RIGHT?! DON’T EVEN KNOW 
WHO IT WAS! MAYBE 
IT WAS HIS FAMILY 
OR SOMETHING, 
ANP MAYBE 
THAT'S WHY- 
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SOMEONE BY KILLING THEIR MAN, I Never Vp T THINK. IT'S HARD FOR 
MONSTER. WHO ELSE HAS THOUGHT OF . MIN TO THIN ABOUT 
MONSTERS, BESIDES US? THAT. MAKES 

HE WAS PROBABLY THOUGH. | WeVe SEEN 


UULIE, THINK ABOUT IT. HE KILLED HE... HE'S REALLY HURT, 


SOME BAD 
FIGHTING BACK AT 
SOME AGENT WHO q STUFF, BUT IT 


‘MUST BE SO 
WAS TRYING TO 
CAPTURE HIM. MUCH WoRSE 


TO HAVE 
ACTUALLY 
DONE IT. 





DOESN'T HE... JULIE ... HASN'T IT EVER WHAT?! NO! 
SCARE YOU, THOUGH? OCCURRED TO YOU... BECAUSE IT'S. 
THAT WE MIGHT HAVE JEEZ! WHY STUPID TO THINK 
‘TO BO THE SAME THING, WOULD You 
EITHER WAY, SOMEDAY? EVEN THINK |, WE SN OUST 
HE'S AKILLER. * HIDE FROM SHELL 
FOREVER! 


AND IF THEY FIND OUT We TM HAPPY TO KNOW at OF COURSE I 0. 
TRICKED THEM AND WeVeE THERE'S AT LEAST ONE YOU REALLY, 
ACTUALLY BEEN ALIVE ALL THIS PERSON ON OUR TEAM ACTUALLY THINK 
TIME, THEY LL BE ANGRY. WHO REALLY GETS THAT. ABOUT THIS STUFF, THAT'S WHY I THINK 
WELL HAVE TO BE READY TO DONT YOU.’ WE CAN TRUST ABEL. 
DO ANYTHING TO STAY SAFE. : 





" 
+ OKAY, I GET IT. +. DOES THAT 2 $0 IF I TELL YOu L You Salp We HAVE 
MEAN YOU HAVE A BAD FEELING 70 00 ANYTHING TO 
50,1F YOU TRUST Me? ! ABOUT VIOLET... STAY SAFE, RIGHT? 
TRUST HIM CAN YOU AT LEAST 
‘AGREE TO HELP WELL, THAT MEANS 
— ME CHECK IT OUT? THAT IF THERE'S, 
EVEN A CHANCE 
SOMETHING'S UP WITH 
HER, WE SHOULD TRY 
TO FIND OUT. 


C/MON, BINA. YOU DON’T ++ OKAY. OKAY. 
HAVE To Be SO Go0P 
ALL THE TIME. I KNOW 
YOU FEEL WEIRD ABOUT 
HER TOO. 


LET'S JUST FOLLOW THEM 
ON THEIR DATE AND MAKE 
‘SURE NOTHING'S UP. 
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T WISH SHE COULD MeeT 
YOU. I WANT HER TO. 


Youre THE MOST 
IMPORTANT THING IN 
THE WORLD To Me. 


BUT I CANN. se 
You HAVE TO OH, C’MON, 
UNDERSTAND- DON’T Give 


Me THAT 
Look. 


VIOLET Hever 
TELLS ME 
ANYTHING! Leite 


You? 


...T PELL 
DOWN, VIOLET 
DIDNT TELL 

You? 





VI_WAS ONLY 4 
PMO eE* (ERAN NOU T HAP TO, | Baers 88 E KNEW andr nein Ste eee up 
i! TOGETHER FOR HER. TO OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL 


AFTER MYSELF AFTER MY ANYMORE, BUT YOU SEEM 
WIFE PASSED. 1 LIKE A NICE ENOUGH Boy! 


AND IT'S NORMAL FoR Y OH! THERE'S MY 

TEENAGE GIRLS TO KEEP IT? PRETTY LITTLE 
THEIR GOOFY OL’ DADS / SHOOTING STAR NOW! 
OUT OF THE LooP! 


WHOOPS, SORRY! 
YOU DON'T WANT 
1 OLD MAN 





Now, YOU KIDS AREN'T 
GOING TO BE OUT LATE, 
ARE YOU? 


UHHH. SO BO YOU GUYS 
ACTUALLY KNOW WHERE 
THEYRE GOING FOR THIS? 


<{ 
(“7 no....mavee 
I DIDN'T THINK 
THROUGH THIS 
‘SPYING"THING 
ENOUG! 


0... HAVE 


Ss 
A GOOD TIME... 


DONT GET 
IN ANY... 
TROUBLE... 


BEAN! THE VIG 
\S UP, LETS GO. 





... HERE'S SOME 
MONEY FOR YOUR 
LITTLE Date. 


BUT ABEL 
CANT SEE 
THROUGH RIXIS 
ALL THE TIME. 





"6 ONLY IF RIXIS LETS HIM, 


ISN'T THAT RIGHT? 


C’MON, THERE’ 
No way HeLL- J Tb 
CaN 
Cave 





UH, WELL, I DONT MEAN TO | -.. RIX, DID YOU- DID YOU MAYBE 
BE RUDE, BUT LIKE- WHY WANT TO HELP US KEEP AN EYE ON ABEL? 
WOULD HE BE HERE, IF IT'S 
pebdaD loath I MEAN, JUST TO BE 
REALLY SURE HE'S OKAY. 


WELL HEY, AT LEAST 
HIS MONSTER LIKES =. LETS JUST 
YOU! THATS GOTTA BE | GET THIS STUPID 
‘A GOOD SIGN! THING OVER WITH. 














YOUR DAD SEEMS NICE. Ys soup teu vou 
T CAN'T BELIEVE HE LON EXACTLY 
UUST GAVE YOU ALL Have ANY MONEY- 

THAT MONEY. 


MONEY 15 OFTEN USED You KNOW 


E THAT IS NOT 
WHEN AFFECTION IS A PROBLEM. 


MONEY IS OFTEN USED 
++ WHEN AFFECTION IS 
DIFFICULT 0 
EXPRESS. 


YEAH, BUT I FEEL BAD. 


YOU SHOULDN'T HAVE 
TO PAY. YOURE THE 
GIRL, SO- 


IRRELEVANT. 
YOU HAVE NO 
MONEY. NO OTHER 
OPTION EXISTS. 














+sUM.ARE YOU MAD? 





IT'S KINDA 
HARD TO TELL. 











YOUR HAIRCUT IS 
VERY FASHIONABLE. 








WATCH OUT THAT 
NOBODY Sees RIX! 


FINE. 


YEAH, THERE 
THEY ARE IN 
THE CORNER. 


Do You 
See THEM? 


YOU SURE THIS 
IS THE RIGHT 
PLACE? 











I THOUGHT FoR SURE 
A GUY LIKE ABEL WOULD 
TAKE HER SOMEWHERE... 
COOLER. 


WELL, THE GAME STORE IS 
DOWN THE STREET AND THEY 
HAVE THE NEW BLITZ FIGHTER 
ACTION FIGURES. .. 


YOURE, LIKE, 
KING OF THE 
NERDS. 


I GUESS THIS SPYING 
THING WAS KINDA 
POINTLESS... THEY 
LOOK LiKe THEY'RE 
HAVING A REALLY 
NICE TIME. 


THIS IS 





TM LYING To Her 
ARENT I 
nq 


as. 
ONE COCONUT, 
ONE VANILLA, 


THAT'S FROM WHEN. 
T WAS IN THE Woops, 
THIS MORNING. .. 


EVEN IF I DIDNT AND IF SHE KNEW WHAT I'VE 


J 


L...I SHOULD 
PROBABLY GO 
WASH UP, HAHA. 


DONE... SHED HATE ME. 
ANYONE WOULD. I SHOULDN'T 
BE DOING THIS WITHOUT 
AT LEAST TELLING HER- 


THERE IS 
BLOOD ON 
YOUR HANDS. 


LOOK, HE'S LEAVING! 
Now's YOUR CHANCE TO 
GET SOME REAL DIRT! 


IM NOT 
GOING TO- 





‘OH! WHAT A COOL SURPRISE! 
HItIIlL, VIOLET His SeaT 
Is THEREFORE 
AVAILABLE. 
ABEL IS IN 
THE BATHROOM. 


IM SERIOUSLY GOING TO 
KILL JULIE. HELL BE OUT 
OF THERE ANY MINUTE 
AND HELL KNOW... 














+4, UM. $0! YOURE ON 
YOUR PATE. IS IT... 
YKNOW, Go0P? UM... WAS 
THERE A REASON 
You WANTED ME 
TO SIT DOWN? 


OH! UH. I WOULDN'T 
SAY THAT, EXACTLY- THERE WAS NO 
REASON TO MAKE 
THAT SUGGESTION. 
IT IS DIFFICULT. 


IT WAS AN INAPPROPRIATE 
SUGGESTION. YOU FEEL. 
AWKWARD. 


IT IS DIFFICULT 
TO BE AROUND You. 





y 5 $0 LOOK, TLL JUST GO. YOURE EXCUSE ME? + THERE IS A 
Awewnen iM ees.) Y OBVIOUSLY JUST HAVING A STRENGTH IN 

SUCH AN IDIOT. NICE DATE. IT WAS STUPID: ‘ YOU. A WILL. 

OF ME TO INTRUDE, AND IT'S +: TM sorry. 
WeiRP, YKNOW, BECAUSE DIP I PO SOMETHING 
OF ABEL- TO YOU, OR... THAT STRENGTH 

MAKES IT 

DIFFICULT TO 


No. BECAUSE BE NEAR YOU. 


YOU ARE A KIND PERSON. [Tig 's BORING. WELL Be Back 
BUT IT IS EASY TO FEEL Le} IN A MINUTE! 
THAT STRENGTH AND MANY SENSE THAT OUT THOSE TOYS. THEY'RE JUST 
BECOME WARY OF YOU. STRENGTH, WITHOUT MAYBE THEY HAVE TALKING, 
UNDERSTANDING THE TIGER GUY! ANYWAY. 
IT IS, AT TIMES, WHAT IT IS. WHAT A WASTE 
BLINDING. IT MAKES ‘OF TIME! 
IT MORE DIFFICULT 1S ITOK 
TO KNOW THE RIGHT x TO Leave 
THINGS TO SAY. BINA. ..2 





UM, WHAT? MAYBE TM 

MISSING SOMETHING. . . 
SERIOUSLY, DID T SAY 
SOMETHING WRONG? 


WHO ARE 
You, ANYWAY? 


IT IS INAPPROPRIATE TO 
SAY THIS TO YOU. IT SHOULD 
NOT HAVE BEEN SAID. 


YOu See Now. 


YOUR STRENGTH 
1S INTIMIDATING 
ANP BRINGS ABOUT 
MISTAKES. 


IT DEMANDS... 


NOT GOING TO 
ANSWER ME, 
HUH. 


TRANSPARENCY. 


You are. 
FRIGHTENI 





WHAT? I’M FRIGHTENING? 


I'M NOT THE ONE SAYING 
ALL THIS WEIRD 'STRENGTH" 
STUFF. I MEAN, I CAN HARDLY 
Do A PUSHUP. 


YOU ARE DIFFERENT. 
YOUR STRENGTH IS HARD 
TO FULLY COMPREHEND. 
EVEN FOR US. 


Your WILL WOULD 
BE NEARLY 
IMPOSSIBLE TO 
STAND AGAINST. 


THERE IS NO NEED 
TO FEIGN IGNORANCE. 


You KNOW OF 
THE POWER 
WITHIN YoU. 


BEING DESTROYED 
BY You. 


FEW HAVE ANYTHING 
THAT COMPARES TO 
THE POWERS WE HAVE. 


‘we2"You 


THIS HAS NOTHING. 
‘0 DO WITH ABEL, 
Does IT. 





TM NOT SURE T LOOK, WHAT IS THIS? -..T WONT 
‘ WHAT DO YOU WANT J NOTHING. THIS. DESTROY ANYONE. 
ME TO SAY HERE? 4 WAS A MISTAKE. REALLY. 
UM NOT 
GOING To DESTROY 
ANYONE. 














POPULAR, OR 
SOMETHING. I CANT BeLIeve 
I GOT TO DO THIS. 
AND WITH. .. WITH, 
UM,A HOT GIRL. 


IT WAS COOL \F I euess NI IT Makes Me FEEL 
TO SEE BINA! THAT PLACE LIKE A REAL PERSON, 
mM CAFE OR SOMETHING- 


= 
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You DeseRve- UM, there is noneer \ 
VIOLET, I- t FEEL I MEAN, IF We... | EXPLAIN WHAT 


BAD NOT TELLING YOU... a — 
HOW POT SAY IT... IS ALREADY KNOWN. 


/ THERE'S THINGS ABOUT 
Me YOU SHOULD KNOW. 
\ THINGS T DID, AND- 


T HAVENT 
TOLD ANYONE 


REALLY DID... 





WELL, T THINK IT'S 
BEEN LONG ENOUGH. 
We CAN PROBABLY 

Leave WITHOUT 
RUNNING INTO THEM. 


f= 


‘e 
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WHERE ARE WE? BUT IT FEELS 5 
WARM... 
Isit... 
SNOWING? 
“ 
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2 WElRD...T NORMALLY. . 
eT pow oie Never FEEL THAT WAY. Fear ieee 


THERE IS 
NO NEED To 
WoRRY. YOU 
ARE SAFE. 


YOU CAN REST HERE. 





HAHA! WHAT 
TOOK YOU SO 
LONG? 


OH, DANG! I DONT 
WHAT KNOW! ALL 
HAPPENED? | OF A SUDDEN 
HIS EYE-THING 
WAS WHITE, 
AND HE WENT 


YOU GUYS HAVE JUST 
BEEN HERE THIS 
WHOLE TIME? 


UH, YEAH. 
WHERE 
WERE YOU, 
sLOWPOKE? 


(Huu. wee, 
THAT'S GO0P, 
Teuess? 


I DONT HAVE 
TIME FOR THIS! 
SOMETHING'S 
WRONG WITH 
RIXIS. 





HEY LoverBoy! 
SOMETHING WAS WRONG 
WITH RIXIS, BUT HE'S 


HUH. WHAT DID 
We DO AFTER THAT? 


HA! UHH, HMM, 


I Guess we 
JUST WALKED 
‘AROUND? 


HEY MAN. ARE 
You okay?! 
I MISSED Yor 


WHAT HAPPENED 
TO HIM? DID HE 
eT HURT?,, Y 


OH, DIP YOU TELL JULIE 
AND WEST We RAN INTO 
YOU? AT THE BUBBLE 
TEA PLACE, I MEAN. 


HAHA! Wow! 
WHAT 
were You 
TWO TALKING 
ABOUT, 
Anyway? 


UH, WELL. I THINK HE HAD 
TROUBLE SEEING FOR A 
MINUTE THERE. 4 


$0, UH, L DON'T THINK, 
HE KNEW WHAT YOU 
WERE DOING. ..DID 
EVERTHING, UM, GO 
‘OKAY WITH... 2 


SHE SAID... 


SHE SAID T 
SEEMED LIKE... 


A STRONG 


WITH VIOLET? OH 
YEAH, IT WAS GREAT! 


AFTER We HAD 
TEA,WE WENT AND. .. 


You are. 





I GUESS NOTHING'S 
THE WHOLE 
THING, 








